Aflatoxin M1 occurrence in dairy products marketed in Italy.
In 1984, 313 samples of imported liquid milk and 159 samples of imported cheese were checked for aflatoxin M1; 225 of the milk samples came from FR Germany and 88 from France, while 82 of the cheese samples came from France, 34 from FR Germany and 43 from the Netherlands. The number of positive samples was small both for German (13.8%) and for French (12.5%) milks, and the contamination levels were very low (maximum 23 ng/l). As regards the cheeses, aflatoxin M1 was detected in 19.5, 26.5 and 53.5% of the French, German and Dutch samples respectively, but only 2 French samples exceeded 250 ng/kg, the limit set by Swiss law. In 1985, two surveys were carried out on 276 milk samples mostly obtained from individual farms and on 416 cheese samples taken from all parts of the country. As regards the milk samples, 70 (25.3%) contained aflatoxin M1, but generally at very low levels; in fact only 7 (2.5%) of the samples exceeded 50 ng/l. Aflatoxin M1 was found in 130 (31.3%) of the cheese samples, but here again only 9 (2.2%) exceeded 250 ng/kg. There was no significant difference in aflatoxin M1 levels between Italian, German and French cheese samples but these were significantly lower (P less than 0.01) than in Dutch samples.